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On March 7 the Brazilian military arrived at six major ports throughout the country to break a strike
by stevedores initiated on Feb. 28. The 40,000 port workers were striking in an effort to demand
salary increases of up to 186%, and improvements in working conditions. Brazil's major television
network, TV GLOBO, reported that Navy regular and infantry personnel "intervened" at the six
ports where dozens of ships were anchored awaiting cargo off- loading. Military trucks were parked
in close proximity to the Rio de Janeiro port facilities, and uniformed guards were stationed in
loading dock areas. TV Globo reported that oil supplies in several northeastern states had reached
critically low levels. These states are dependent on fuel and other petroleum products delivered by
ocean-going oil tankers. On March 6, the Supreme Labor Tribunal in Brasilia declared the strike
illegal, justified by the fact that port activities are "essential" activities, among other reasons. (Basic
data from AP, 03/07/87)
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